Proteolytic activity in mouse urine: relationship to the kidney metallo-endopeptidase, meprin.
Meprin, a brush border kidney metallo-endopeptidase is present as the major endopeptidase in mouse urine. The enzyme is freely soluble and can be detected enzymically or immunologically. Mice can be partitioned into two phenotypes that differ by 10-20-fold in the amount of meprin in kidney membranes; this phenotypic variation is reflected in urinary activities. We propose a role for meprin in the degradation of other urinary proteins.